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One story: student experience inside Blackboard
Two different uses, one consistent approach: make learning and opportunities easier to find and use.

Extra-curricular portals

● Activities (events, careers,
opportunities, announcements

● sign-ups • feedback • ideas

Less reliance on emails

One Blackboard

student experience

Curricular labs

● Module-linked practice
● interactive explanations
● quizzes 
● simulations
● progress and feedback

More guided practice
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The portals: simple front door for activities and labs
The user does not need to understand the technology. They just need to know where to go.

Student

Discover

events, clubs, talks, careers

Join

sign up or save the date

Learn

labs, guides, resources

Feedback

ideas and quick responses

Important design choice
Keep the interface simple. Move detail into tooltips, archives, and optional views.
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Global Blackboard Ultra User Group

SCORM + API
SCORM is the LMS tracking bridge. A separate API can handle live or shared features.

1
Blackboard

opens the activity

2
SCORM package
HTML • CSS • JS

3
Blackboard runtime API
saves progress + score

4
Blackboard records

learner attempt

Your platform API
live rules • updates • shared content

SCORM call: Initialize → SetValue → Commit API call: ask server what is allowed now

Key message: The SCORM ZIP can be static, but the learning experience does not have to be static.
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Where the data goes
Blackboard keeps each learner’s SCORM attempt separate. Shared features need Blackboard tools or your backend.

Student A

Student B

Lecturer

A’s SCORM
attempt record

B’s SCORM
attempt record

Lecturer’s
SCORM launch

Private by default

A note or answer saved by 
Student A is not 
automatically visible to 
Student B.

Class-wide / staff-controlled 
view

Use Blackboard discussions, a 
backend API, or a new exported 

package.

Good rule: SCORM = learner record. API = shared service.
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Visibility, expiry and teacher controls
A password in the package is helpful for convenience, but it is not secure class-wide publishing.

1
Blackboard release 

rules

hide/release the 
whole item

2
Backend API

server time, 
cohort, 

permissions

3
SCORM runtime

progress, score, 
resume

4
Student sees the right 

version

with tracking still 
saved in Blackboard

Avoid: hiding important material only with CSS or JavaScript Use: LMS release rules + backend checks for dynamic rules

Teacher mode useful for previews and hidden notes, not for publishing live changes to every learner.
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What people should remember
The technology matters only because it improves the daily teaching and learning experience.

Before

Many emails
static pages

separate sign-ups
little reuse

Built layer

Blackboard-native experience
SCORM tracking

API-powered shared features

After

One place
clear pathways
reusable labs

better evidence

For students

Find opportunities and practise skills 
without hunting through 

announcements.

For staff

Share content once, keep an archive, 
and reduce repetitive admin.

For the institution

Stronger evidence of engagement, 
innovation, and reusable practice.
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SCORM generation platform: from material to lab

1
Upload

lecture notes

2
Generate

interactive lab

3
Review
and edit

4
Export

SCORM/LTI

5
Teach in

Blackboard

engagedlab.co.uk

engagedlab.co.uk Generate SCORM-ready interactive labs from existing teaching material.

intle.co.uk

intle.co.uk Create interactive sessions, host live, or download to an LMS.
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API-aware SCORM: more than a ZIP file
The package runs in Blackboard, but it can still communicate with an online platform when needed.

Educator
chooses topic

Generation
API

Package
builder

SCORM ZIP
+ manifest

Blackboard
course area

Runtime platform API
permissions • expiry • cohort rules • optional 

analytics

SCORM runtime API → progress, scores, bookmarks

Platform API → live rules and shared features

Safe pattern
Use Blackboard for the official learner record. Use your API for dynamic rules that must be server-controlled.
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Three takeaways

What I would like the group
to take away

1
Make Blackboard 

simpler

2
Track what matters

3
Use APIs for live features

4
Generate and 

reuse

Portals reduce noise. Labs improve practice. SCORM records progress. APIs make the 
experience dynamic and controlled.
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